The Aborted Journey in the Desert of Arizona

For certain is death for the born

And certain is birth for the dead;
Therefore over the inevitable
Thou shouldst not grieve 

Although I was neither a colleague nor a classmate of Arya, I could throw words, from what I heard from his friends and read, about the wonderful achievement of this magnanimous young person of extraordinary intellectual curiosity and maturity; and above all, a man full of “a will” to serve as a voice of voiceless. The “will” to champion the cause of the Indigenous Peoples, the will to see the triumph of human dignity, the will to find a panacea for the woes of humanity, a will to live in harmony with “Mother Earth”. The Arizona Navahoo Reservation—the place he adored and rested forever at peace—would narrate and whisper—if we could hear the heartbeat of the nature like the Indigenous Peoples—about the magnificent achievement and accomplishment of our late brother Arya and his commitment for human dignity. Especially to the dignity of the most dehumanized and dispossessed Indigenous Peoples who, if not more, equally, perplex and care about the dignity and love of Mother Earth, without which life is meaningless: the sine qua non. A humanistic mission of vindicating the dignity of those who are dehumanized and deprived of their dignity! 
Veteran Arya, having equipped himself with the intellectual tools and skills he garnered from Indian University in Legal Studies and Liberal Arts; and bolstered his wisdom with Master of Laws in Intercultural Human Rights at St. Thomas University School of Law, which underpins the notion of realization of a minimum public order of human dignity, decided to work for the advancement and the betterment of the Indigenous Peoples of Arizona. While he was scanning the perplexing exigencies of our time (the rights of the Indigenous Peoples) through the prism of humanistic policy oriented jurisprudence, the divine call shortened his long journey: a journey to end the suffering and suffocation of humanity. He was called by inevitable will of nature what Benjamin Franklin dubbed as natural “certainty”. He said, “Nothing is certain in life like death”; and as Isaac Asimov said, “Life is pleasant. Death is peaceful. It's the transition that's troublesome”. Arya was a veteran for championing the unity and equality of human kind and martyred while fighting for prevalence of his beliefs of justice, which brought untold tragedy and agony for his classmates and his family: missing the loved one. Professor Roza Pati, the Executive Director of the LL.M. Program in Intercultural Human Rights heralded the tragedy as follows in her email sent to the students, “… one of our graduates, Arya Laghaie tragically lost his life in a hit and run accident early January 2008. Overwhelmed with the pain of losing a wonderful human being, we can only be consoled by the fact that Arya left behind a legacy of service to the underserved and love for the Indigenous Peoples’ cause.”
I would be audacious enough to stipulate that Arya, at best, knew what marginalization is and discrimination is meant in life. Hearing or witnessing the untold discrimination the Baha’i faith followers suffered because of the violation of their freedom of thought, conscience, and religion by the parochial and intolerant Ayatollah regimes, which is tantamount with the suffering of Jewish under the Nazis, dissidents Christians under the Inquisition of Papal Roman Empire. He was mindful of the Armenians suffering under Turkish, who were forced to declare the secret of their hearts, their Covenant with God to the totalitarian rulers and vanished consequently. The Baha’i’s are denied freedom of thought, conscience, and religion, which is inalienable, universal, and especial entitlements of human personality and dignity, sacred rights and backbone of the individual's independent search for truth, and indeed a key in the pursuit of a peaceful, prosperous, and just society, is especial rights in sense that it is both individual and group right; and both civil & political rights and economic, social, and cultural rights. His stance was shaped in the way, never again the suffering of human being! In the way, let us end the history of humiliations and suffering! 

In a nutshell, Arya was a great exemplary figure for the contemporary students of St. Thomas and we can learn a lot from his commitment and pass to the generations of the students to come. His life-epitomized passion for humanity, sympathy with aggrieved, and commitment and hard working in tandem with catalysts of change, and the embodiment of the spirit of oneness. He was iconic, a mirror to see ourselves through, role model, beacon of light, inspiring hope; and we shall follow the footprint Arya until we see the spark of peace, justice, and reign of human dignity prevails. Though his body is not with us, his spirit of universality of human race will remain forever. Yes, freedom fighter dies but freedom never dies. May the Almighty God console his family by accompanying our late brother by the Angels of Heaven. 

Killing Two Birds with One Stone: Commemorating his Legacy and Benefiting the Meritorious and Needy

First and foremost, I would like to thank “The Arya Laghaie Indigenous Peoples’ Rights Scholarship” to remember the martyrdom of Arya for the causes of the marginalized Indigenous Peoples. Commemorating the significance of his life and experiences to the human dignity is the least thing we can do. Secondly, “The Arya Laghaie Indigenous Peoples’ Rights Scholarship” deserves especial regard for its benevolence in providing this Human Rights Scholarships for needy and meritorious students who share the same cause with him. 
I need to touch in piecemeal fashion, why I deserve this scholarship. I was committed human rights activist working for the betterment of the indigent, vulnerable, marginalized, disadvantaged groups, and assistant lecturer of law in the grand University of Addis Ababa before I joined the LL. M. in Intercultural Program. This shows the oneness of my cause and his cause. Secondly, I am from one of the under developed country on Earth: Ethiopia. Had it not been for the contribution of international scholarship, such as The Arya Laghaie Indigenous Peoples’ Rights Scholarship, my dream of becoming a fully-fledged human rights activist who champions the cause of human dignity would remain fiasco because of crippling economic situation of my country. The problem of abject poverty looms largely amongst the indigenous pastoralist (nomadic) peoples to whom I belong. The majority of Indigenous Peoples in Ethiopia are, at best, neglected, marginalized, disadvantaged, at worst, dispossessed of their lands, robbed of their culture, debarred from the political decision making, brutally socialized, and economically exploited, which ultimately compromises their human dignity. Indigenous Peoples areas are also perennially affected by natural calamities like drought and manmade problems such as internal commotion over scarce natural resources: water and pasture. Hence, for the persons from Indigenous Peoples, like I, let alone going to Europe or America for pursuing academic career, attending one of the universities in Ethiopia, is like a passage of camel through the eye of needle. This is precisely because the children of Indigenous Peoples were systematically excluded from domestic education or at least under represented, as the system is not accommodative of their peculiar needs or because of the language barrier, and above all, they cannot go for the private schools because of the obvious financial burdens.  

The Routines of Human Rights Violations in My Country

Human rights violation and naked tyranny is a commonplace experience in Ethiopia. There is prevailing mode of ‘stark contradictions between the idea of universal human rights and practices of human wrongs’. It is the country where virtually all types of human rights are violated and basic freedoms are infringed now and then. There is no trend of improvement in human rights protection in the country and a general culture of impunity for violating human rights is rampant. Lack of respect for the fundamental human rights, arbitrary and illegal detention, torture, killing members of the political opposition, demonstrators, and summary executions of suspected insurgents, and lengthy pretrial detention, poor prison conditions, violations of individuals privacy rights and laws regarding search warrants, lack of freedom of press are among a few characterizing feature of the police state of Ethiopia. 
Dehumanization of Indigenous Peoples: I am a Living Witness!

The commonplaceness of human rights violation, the lack of trend of improvement in human rights protection, the culture of impunity for violating human rights by the oppressive supremacists, and abject poverty looms largely amongst the Indigenous Peoples. It is a sad reflection on the attitude of indifference of our leaders towards the violations of human dignity of their very citizens, whom they claim as “legitimate” source of their power! The majority of Indigenous Peoples in Ethiopia, simply because of their distinct identity, are the poorest of the poor and the most neglected in their naturally affluent land because of lack of human rights, democracy, and good governance, which ultimately compromises their human dignity and tremendously degenerates their national pride. I will illustrate this general fact with practical examples from my area, Borana. 

Borana are brought under state structure, which is alien to theirs since their subjugation to Ethiopian conquering forces. The dominant group introduced vigorously the cultural homogenization programs, cultural imperialism; to see ultimately the disappearance of their cultures. They were forced to abandon their culture in favor of the culture of dominant group. Their culture was misinterpreted, misunderstood, they were portrayed as primitive and backward, and the dominant group applied its policy of assimilative and amalgamative nature, which is based on the assumption that ‘modern’ culture is superior to ‘primitive’ culture and Social Darwinism that the ‘strong’ culture should prevail over the ‘weak’ culture.
I will mention a conspicuous phenomenon of cultural genocide and ethnocide in my country with a single example. The gargantuan transplantation that took place in Ethiopia in the second half of 20th century de facto banned the use of all languages for educational, religious, media except the official language (Amharic) in the nation of linguistic mosaic, what the Italian anthropologist Conti Rossini dubbed as, “The Ethnic Museum”. The tabula rasa repeal provision enshrined in the Civil Code of the Empire of Ethiopia (1960), which was intended for modernization and rapid development, abrogated all Indigenous Laws in force. Indigenous Peoples like Borana who preserved for the world one of the most splendid, egalitarian, democratic generation system known as gada and who were one of the specimens of anthropological and ethnographic studies in Africa, were prohibited from using their traditional ways of administration. However despite uninterrupted domination for centuries, these peoples were not completely assimilated into the fabric of life of dominant group in the nation and have continued to run their affairs in their own natural ways and have their root in their own culture, custom and civilization; yet under looming danger of extinction. I will highlight on some of the smoldering issues of Indigenous Peoples’ right as follows:

Indigenous religion, the so-called animists or pagan, receives no recognition; discriminated practically, if not legally, and the followers of other creed lookdown at them. Especially, the religious gathering of the Oromo traditional religion is perceived as a political forum and they are persecuted and harassed by the government. I have witnessed Oromo students at the higher educational institution who I place either Bible or Qur’an with themselves during their clandestine religious gathering to show that they teach each other Bible or Qur’an and to ultimately avoid the brutalities of securities during spontaneous surveillance. This is a manifestation of religious hypocrisy and chauvinism against the grand principles of, “The End of All Religion is the Search of God, The unity of God, the unity of religion, and the unity of mankind!”
The violation of sacred and burial rights is another form of ethnocide committed on the Borana pastoralists where their shrines and graveyards are turned into farmland, government ranch or swallowed by investment carnival. Ritual and holy trees were cut down, which are tantamount with destruction of one’s church, mosque, synagogue, or temple for them. 
Lack of protection of cultural and intellectual property of Indigenous Peoples. While the government is working days and nights to register the monasteries and monolithic churches as UNESCO world heritage, it is contributing for the violations of Indigenous knowledge on the preservation of flora and fauna, herbal medicine and so on. In this connection, ‘To exemplify, the knowledge of how certain plants within an indigenous group homeland are used to treat fever or diarrhea would fall under intellectual property rights. Likewise, particular understandings of the land, ecology, or environment of a certain area may also fall under intellectual property rights. Indigenous Peoples gained knowledge through time, place, and experience protectable rights. The intellectuality of knowledge is not solely dependent on scientific experimentation, nor is it knowledge gained through empirical deductions. Indigenous Peoples have lived in their homelands for hundreds or thousands of years, because they have subsisted in their traditional territory for just as long, and because they have experienced all of this they have developed certain intellectual property that they have a right to. Indigenous Peoples have developed a unique and special knowledge, the knowledge to preserve Mother Earth, our common heritage for the generations to come in the era of looming danger of global warming.’ 
The Indigenous Peoples lost their traditional land tenure system and resource management at the expense of the so-called modern system, which was good for nothing than suppressing the natural growth of indigenous custom and paved the ways for, aliens to exploit them at the worst and exposed them for worst poverty. Here is what is land meant for the Indigenous Peoples, “The Earth is the foundation of Indigenous Peoples. It is the seat of spirituality, the foundation from which our cultures and languages flourish. The Earth is our historian, the keeper of events and the bone of forefathers. Earth provides food, medicine, shelter, and clothing. It is the source of our independence, it is our mother. We do not dominate her: we must harmonize with her. Next to shooting Indigenous Peoples, the surest way to kill us is to separate us from our part of the Earth.” As the result, land was the centerpieces of our mission, to which is intrinsically related with the identity of the Indigenous Peoples. 

My Contribution for Human Dignity under the Repressive Regime

Working against all odds for the realization and vindication of the struggle of the Indigenous Peoples Rights that at best mocked as the legal impossibility and at the worst as naïve; we scored a magnificent achievement. It is my long dream of the converting  the “impossibility” into possibility that made me to dedicate myself to the noble cause of alleviating the suffering of Indigenous Peoples through maximizing their participation in the process of shaping and sharing of fundamental values. 
As part of this, there was an endeavor to secure the rights of Indigenous Peoples over their ancestral lands, which is bedrock in realizing their rights to culture and language. To this end, different pastoralist based-NGOs were advocating and lobbying the government not to evict the indigenous Karrayyu peoples from their ancestral lands by reversing its decision of giving their land to the investors to meet the over growing demand for sugar consumption, through expansion of sugar cane plantation, at the plight of Indigenous Peoples (resettling them elsewhere, 600 miles away from their original homeland). The Karrayyu peoples traditional and spiritual head says the followings on the intrinsic connection between their lives and holy Mother Earth, which was rallying point of the supporters of his people, “Our life is our land; our life is our cattle. If the government evacuates us from this land, our life shall end up, we shall be no more.” While, in the last four decades, Karrayyu’s lost 70% of their land, including their shrines, to the government sugar and cotton plantations; in the last century the population of Karrayyu suddenly and surprisingly diminished by 95% from 200,000 to 10,000; contemporarily they are on the verge of extinction. We voiced the concern of indigenous Karrayyu peoples to international communities and different human rights activists and finally we made the government to reconsider its decision, which is still pending. The survival or the otherwise of the Karrayyu peoples in ear of globalization depends on this decision. 
Indigenous Civilization is Part of Global Civilization: 

Contributing for Indigenous Peoples’ cultural renaissance, as part of restoring their self worth, is my first attempt to promote the cultural rights of the Indigenous Peoples, I conducted my thesis on Indigenous Peoples of Borana on how to use their traditional laws in tackling prevailing exigencies such as AIDS, famine and/or poverty. In a nation, where the  culture of the Indigenous Peoples are a part of daily sarcastic, jocular, and good-humored, it is imaginable what kind of stumbling blocks on the journey to actualize that kind of “weird” but groundbreaking work. The first challenge, I encountered was from my professor who happened to be the Head of our Law School Research Commission, who burst into laugh when I brought my research title and proposal. He said, “Kadiro you are brilliant but naïve, do you think that Indigenous Peoples law would offer something different from what is encapsulated in our “modern” codified laws?” It was incredible for him when a person from the prestigious law school in the country lost faith in the very law he is learning and opt for “hair splitting” over the proverbs and legends of the “backward, uncivilized, pagan, and inhumane” entities: the Indigenous Peoples. I said, My dear Professor, I respect your comments, but I declined to endorse them; so what I am kindly requesting you is read my proposal and give me comments? After the week, he informed me that my paper could not pass preliminary test of “writeaboutability” and rejected. I later challenged his decision before the Commission and got my title approved. Yes, this is the indignation and indifference of even the so-called elites towards the dignity of the Indigenous Peoples. Yes, we have different spectrum through which we see objects and, “The Rock in the Water cannot feel the suffering (burning) of the rock in the sun”. Yes though we share the same destiny as a human being, we have different experiences. My family suffered discrimination and humiliations for what they were, dispossessed their lands, and reduced to tenancy in their very lands. But, his family was immune to all these indignation and indifference. Yes, as the great politician and anti-Apartheid veteran, Nelson Mandela said, “Only a victim feels heart pain”. Exceptionally, sometimes big-hearted persons feel the heart pain of other. This is what the altruistic life of Arya teaches as: perceiving the suffering of the Indigenous Peoples as his own and dedicating himself looking for lasting solutions. The universality of human being is what life is all about for him.

Coming to my research paper, I objected the centralized approach of dominant group on the HIV/AIDS intervention and formulated alternative ways of intervention, which is not imported, from outside but the one, which is based on culturally appropriate health interventions and sensitive to language, idioms, and expressions of the Indigenous Peoples. This paper is a pioneer in the area of HIV/AIDS intervention among the Indigenous Peoples and my work of exploring and enlightening the erstwhile untouched side of Ethiopian society was appreciated among the Academic Commission of the Faculty and I scored A+. In my research, I also highlighted the urgency of eradicating the widespread harmful cultural practices among Indigenous Peoples, such as polygamy, female genital mutilation, and widow inheritance, which fuel the expansion of HIV/AIDS. As the result of my original contribution to the study of indigenous law in a combat against HIV/AIDS, I got Scholarship Award from Oromiya HIV/AIDS Prevention and Control Office, the biggest anti-HIV/AIDS in the country. Subsequently, I was invited by Oromo Diaspora to present the findings of my research to the Annual Oromo Studies Association Conference held in the University of Minneapolis in July 2007. Currently, I am advancing my research on various directions on Indigenous Peoples, among others, on Indigenous Peoples’ language promotion and protection, revival of indigenous conflict resolution mechanisms and indigenous environmental protection. I believe that a hard battle has to be fought on many fronts, national, regional, and global to realize the humanization of sub-humanized Indigenous Peoples all over the world through enforcing and respecting their human rights and dignity. I, as human rights activist and person from Indigenous Peoples, want to champion the genuine cause of Indigenous Peoples in this historical milieu of global wind in favor of their betterment.
Women’s Rights are Part of Human Rights: Let Stand for Them

Kofi Annan said, “When women thrive, all of society benefits, and succeeding generations are given better start in life”. As part of serving the causes of disfranchised and vulnerable segment of the society, I organized a three-week campaign of fifty-five volunteer students from Addis Ababa University against barbaric and inhumane practice known as female genital mutilation (FGM)
 in one of the regions where the practice is incredibly rampant. The practice was rampant among the areas populated by the Indigenous Peoples. Hence, the approach we followed was, neither to sit in the capital city and condemning the culture of Indigenous Peoples as barbaric nor portraying the peoples negatively for the donor’s consumption, rather we encouraged the Indigenous Peoples to apply their traditional wisdom to solve the problem for good. In their traditional assemblies, they deliberated and passed the decision and the practice was tremendously reduced. Yes, doing something an extraordinary through the custom of the Indigenous Peoples, what the Ethiopian criminal laws failed accomplish for more than half a century, is possible!  

The Mass Medias that is normally overwhelmed by the disdain towards the culture of “other”, viz., Indigenous Peoples, reported our campaign as a groundbreaking initiative in upholding the rights of vulnerable group, namely, women, and we received different awards for what is considered as stepping stone for launching huge campaigns in different parties of the country. 

Women, as a class, and as part of the Indigenous Peoples suffered discrimination and denied the rights to determine over their rights. I played pivotal role in enhancing women’s rights through their reproductive health rights. 
I have struggled to realize Indigenous Peoples’ women’s rights of ownership, specially, women’s land holding by lobbying the government organs in collaboration with different local and international NGO’s. To effectively launch my activities of human rights promotion and protection, especially for the marginalized peoples, I have established a local NGO venturing on advocacy and socio economic rights in tandem by expanding infrastructural development for the forgotten rural children, with especial emphasis to female children, who have neither sufficient healthcare facility nor primary education facility. By the way, we fought and the government banned the use of pejorative appellation “zelan”
 for the Indigenous Peoples, which undermines their dignity. 
My Dream and Life after LL.M 

The panacea of getting rid off the suffering of the humanity and the violation of Indigenous Peoples’ right at the cruel hands of perpetrators of violence against human right in my country is intensifying human right education and advocating for the right of the Indigenous Peoples as their problems are fundamentally human right problems. The traditional maxim, “Only wearer know where the shoe pinches” does not have much resonance in the areas of human rights as the violation of human rights pinches every one everywhere in the world and protection of human right is the worry of humanities on the Earth. Hence, I believe that the violation of Indigenous Peoples’ right in my home area is your concern too.

I have faced multilateral challenges in advancing the rights of the Indigenous Peoples. The first one was the so-called “mission impossibility”, that is talking the rights of minority does not give meaning to some of the people. They do not see any merit advocating for the rights of minority while the majority are not enjoying their rights because of totalitarian regime we have. The argumentation superficially makes a sense but the denial of the rights of majority does not warrant that one should not advocate for the rights of minority as all peoples have equal rights. Secondly, lack of consciousness as to what constitutes the rights of the Indigenous Peoples even among the educated circles. I was working for the betterment of the human rights of the Indigenous Peoples out of my passion and the independent reading I made. Now, thanks to God, I came to St. Thomas University and realized my long dream of knowing and applying about the rights of the Indigenous Peoples. Professor Wiessner deserves special thanks for endless commitment on the rights of the Indigenous Peoples and his intellectual tools and guidance he provided me with. I am especially impressed by his groundbreaking work on the areas of the rights of Indigenous Peoples, Rights and Status of Indigenous Peoples: A Global Comparative and International Legal Analysis, in which he came to the conclusion of that Indigenous Peoples rights are part of customary international law. His research had much more significance than intellectual fantasy; it had tangible out come by influencing the decision of Inter-American Human Rights Commission. The Commission relied on his research as the jurisprudence developed by the renowned publicist in the international law. Professor Roza also deserves especial thanks for sharing me her ocean of wisdom as executive and academician and especially I remember her help to see me through when I was enable to cover my first semester tuition and about to drop out. 

After graduating from Intercultural Human Rights Programs at St. Thomas University, I hope that I will better champion the dignity of human person by the unique intellectual tool I acquired from the program on how to maximize the process of shaping and sharing of the values of most vulnerable groups and marginalized peoples. The Program underscores not only the problems of weaker section of the society and minorities but also it tries to find ideal solutions from their bottlenecks for good. Intercultural Human Rights Program empowers me to scans different problematic issues like protection and promotion of human rights from bedrock of humanistic jurisprudence, policy oriented jurisprudence, championing the cause of the downtrodden and ostracized sections of society, such as Indigenous Peoples, in realizing minimum public order of human dignity. It equipped me with the art of actualizing the respect for human dignity irrespective their religion, race, nationality, political opinion, sex or whatever differences are out there. The program is capacitating in that it increases my capacity to research, analyze, and come with sound, context dependent, solution oriented decision at different levels of setting normative standards. My ultimate dream is to see human race living in love and lovely spirit with each other without any discrimination of whatsoever through the equitable distribution of God bounty and in harmony with the nature (environment) through responding to the cry of Mother Earth: our common paradise. May God Bless the Donor (s) of this Scholarship and Humanity! PEACE!

� Why we focused on FGM? Firstly, it is performed on the infants who even cannot consent to it, which is a serious violation of the child rights guaranteed under municipal laws and various international instruments to which the country is party. Secondly, it has dangerous medical consequences on health of women that range from psychological traumas to physical ones such as infections, hemorrhaging, tetanus, anemia, retention of menstrual blood and urine, kidney and cardio vascular problems, aching intercourse and so on. Thirdly, since it is performed on several girls with the same tool/blade as collective initiation, rite de passage, it contributes for the spread of HIV-AIDS. 





� It is an Amharic word which means wild, uncivilized. 
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